


Literacy is a Family Affair 

Literacy is not just learned in school; it’s learned everywhere.  As a parent, 
you can have a powerful impact on your children’s literacy– supporting them 

and helping them grow into critical thinkers and life-long learners.  Below 
are some things you can do at home to help support your child’s literacy. 

Speaking and Listening: 
• Talk with your child about what he or she has done, seen, or read during 

the day 
• Encourage your child to tell you stories 
• Talk about the pictures in books 
• Ask your child about his or her reading and writing 
• Encourage your child to use new words in conversations and to speak with 

expression 

Reading: 
• Schedule a regular reading time and place to read to your child daily 
• Share nursery rhymes 
• Talk about signs and labels, pointing out the words 
• Visit the library and have your child choose books of interest.  Use the 5 

Finger Rule–Have your child read the first page.  If he or she gets stuck on 
5 or more words, the book is too tricky.  If he or she gets stuck on 2 or 3 
words, it’s a good book for you to read together.  If there are no tricky 
words, encourage your child to read the book independently, as it will 
help to build his or her fluency.   

• Make books to read together by cutting pictures out of magazines 
• Share familiar books that your child can read along with you 

Writing: 
• Provide writing materials, such as pencils, crayons, markers, and colored 

pencils and a place for your child to write 
• Have your child create the grocery list  
• Encourage your child to write letters to family members and friends 
• When writing sentences, encourage your child to begin with a capital    

letter and to end with proper punctuation.  Also, remind him or her to 
leave finger spaces between words.   

• Create a literacy rich environment at home– let your child see you reading 
and writing daily 
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Recommended Read Alouds 

Miss Nelson is Missing!, by Harry G. Allard 

Five Little Monkeys Jumping on the Bed, by Eileen Christelow 
Click Clack Moo: Cows That Type, by Doreen Cronin 

Diary of a Worm, by Doreen Cronin 
Strega Nona, Tomie de Paola 
Go, Dog, Go, by P.D. Eastman 

Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse, by Kevin Henkes 
The Snowy Day, by Ezra Jack Keats 

Frog and Toad Are Friends, by Arnold Lobel 
Froggy Gets Dressed, by Jonathan London 

I Stink!, by Kate McMullan 
If You Give a Mouse a Cookie, by Laura Numeroff 

Henry and Mudge, by Cynthia Rylant 
The True Story of the Three Little Pigs, by Jon Scieszka 

Green Eggs and Ham, by Dr. Seuss 
Sheep in a Jeep, by Nancy Shaw 

Sylvester and the Magic Pebble, by William Steig 
There is a Bird on Your Head, Mo Willems 

Be sure to look for other books written by these wonderful 
authors in the  Picture Book section of your library!   

Curl up with some hot chocolate and a good 
book during the holiday break!   
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ISLIP  FRIENDS  OF  THE  ARTS 
 

NEWSFLASH! 
 

YOU  ARE  INVITED!  The art showcase, "My Favorite Things", comes together (for the first 
time) with "The Blue Note Cafe"! 

Saturday evening, January 30th (snow date 2/6), 7:30 - 10PM, doors will open at 7PM 
 

"My Favorite Things" will be located in the HS Auditorium Lobby (north doors).  This is a 
free event.  Enjoy some of the best work created by some of Islip's fine artists (grades K-12) 

while live chamber music is performed in the background. 
 

The "Blue Note Cafe" is taking place in the HS Cafeteria (north doors).  Enjoy the cool   
music created by several of our fine musical groups--from Islip Middle School, show Choir & 

Jazz Band--from Islip High School, Jazz Band and Swing!  There is an admission for the   
"Blue Note"--$8, $6 Senior Citizens & Students (complimentary desserts with hot and cold             

refreshments). 
 

For more information, call Barbara Engels, President of Islip Friends of the Arts, at 277-7320. 

 
Islip Special Education PTA 

Every Child – One Voice 
Calendar for 2009-2010 school year 

 
November/December    Meeting for executive board only to update bylaws and organize Sweetheart Dance. 
                                                       “Winter Concert Basket Raffles cancelled.” 
January                          No meeting. Donations needed for Sweetheart Dance! 
February 5th                   Sweetheart Dance from 7-9pm in the HS cafeteria for grades K through 5. 
                                                       *Modell’s fundraiser will begin at the end of the month.* 
March 9th                       Meeting at 7:30pm in CRES auditorium.  Form a nominating committee. 
April 8th                         All PTAs at Wing @ 7:30.  Nominations for new executive committee. 
May 11th                        SEPTA Elections at CRES! 
                                      SPRING CONCERT BASKET RAFFLES for all schools. Donations needed! 
June 2nd                         SEPTA Tea at 3:30 in the HS cafeteria. 
 

  Please call Eva Yankosky-Rumplick 581-8013 or Adria Kaplan 581-4434 with your donations! 
  All types of items needed for the Sweetheart Dance! Thank you! 

 
Visit www.islipptacouncil.org for updates 

You can contact SEPTA at islipsepta@yahoo.com 

http://www.islipptacouncil.org/�
mailto:islipsepta@yahoo.com�






Main Office 
(631) 859-2351 

Nurse’s Office 
(631) 859-2357 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 
December 24th-January 3rd- Winter Recess 
 
January 4th- School Reopens 
 
January 6th- Board of Education Meeting  
                     7 pm at Islip High School 
 
January 11th- Wing PTA Meeting- 7:30 pm 
 
January 18th- School Closed Martin Luther  
                       King Day 
 
January 20th- Board of Education Meeting 
                       7 pm at Sherwood Elementary 
 
January 22nd- Wing Family Fun Night  
                        6:30 pm at Islip Middle School 
   
January 27th-29th- Kindergarten Conferences 
                      10 am Early Dismissal for  
                                Kindergarten students 
 
January 29th– Wing Family Fun Night Snow 
               Date 
 
February 1st-3rd- Kindergarten Registration  
                             By Appointment 
 
February 3rd- Board of Education Meeting  
                       7 pm at Islip High School 
 
February 8th- Wing PTA Meeting- 7:30 pm 
 
February 15th-19th- Mid-Winter Recess 
      School Closed 
 
February 24th- Board of Education Meeting 
                         7 pm at Islip Middle School 




